
AP Latin Summer Assignment 

One of the requirements of the AP syllabus is knowledge of the Aeneid and De Bello Gallico in English. In 

preparation for this, read an English translation of books 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, and 12 of the Aeneid and books 1, 6, and 7 

of De Bello Gallico. I do not have a preference for the translation that you choose, but I recommend that you 

choose a prose version of the Aeneid; this is generally a better resource for reading for content. A.S. Kline’s 

version splits the difference, and it was written in recent memory. Kline’s version is available for free online 

(http://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR/Latin/Virgilhome.htm).  

WHATEVER ELSE YOU DO, DO NOT PICK THE DRYDEN VERSION OF THE AENEID.  

McDevitte and Bohn’s translation of De Bello Gallico is available for free online via the Latin Library 

(http://classics.mit.edu/Caesar/gallic.html). Both this version of DBG and the Kline Aeneid are available as text 

files for download and can be loaded onto your electronic devices.  

If you prefer the dead tree version of these books, the versions published by Penguin Classics are good and can 

be purchased on half.com for next to nothing. 

De Bello Gallico 

Book One 

1. Who was Orgetorix, what was his ambition, and why did he commit suicide (2-4)? 

2. What does Caesar assert about his own speed (7) ? 

3. What use of technology does Caesar make (8)? How does this contrast with a similar feat of the Helvetii 

(12)? What is the effect of his technological expertise on the morale of the enemy (13)? 

4. What motivates Gallic leaders like Dumnorix (9)? Ariovistus (31)? 

5. What problem with his food supply did Caesar have, and how did he deal with it (16)? 

6. How did Caesar get information about Gauls, Germans, and his own Roman troops? (18 Dumnorix' 

motivations; 31 Ariovistus' threat; 37 envoys; 50 prisoners; 52 legates and quaestors)? 

7. What do we learn about the language barrier between Romans and Gauls (19 on interpreters, 47 on Procillus' 

and Ariovistus' knowledge of Gallic language)? 

8. How does Caesar show sensitivity to Gallic sensibilities in his dealings with Diviciacus and Dumnorix (19)? 

9. What physical actions do Gallic chiefs take to show their inferiority to Romans (20 Diviciacus; 31 and 32 

Gallic leaders-including silence; 51 German women)? 

10. How did the emotion of fear interfere with Romans' effectiveness (22 Considius; 39 Roman army)? 

11. What kinds of documents were left behind in the Helvetii's camp, and what kind of insight does it give to 

Helvetian society (29)? 

12. How does Caesar express his motivations for his actions (33, etc.) 

http://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR/Latin/Virgilhome.htm
http://classics.mit.edu/Caesar/gallic.html
http://www.uark.edu/campus-resources/dlevine/CaesarDiscussionQuestions.html
http://www.uark.edu/campus-resources/dlevine/CaesarDiscussionQuestions.html


13. What is Ariovistus' argument in favor of telling the Romans to mind their own business (36)? 

14. How does Caesar describe a well-fortified Gallic town (38)? 

15. How effective is Caesar as an orator (40-41)? 

16. What legionary joke does Caesar preserve (42)? 

17. How did the Germans demonstrate bad faith during Caesar's parley with Ariovistus (46)? 

18. Was Ariovistus justified in imprisoning M. Mettius and C. Valerius Procillus as spies (47)? How did Caesar 

show his own personal feelings about these men (53)? 

19. How did knowledge of German customs help Caesar to prevail against Ariovistus' forces (50)? 

20. How important was it that Caesar's soldiers be watched by their superiors in battle (52)? 

 

Book Six 

1. What does Caesar expect and what does he do about it? What role did Pompey play in all of this? How does 

he describe the new cohorts? What are the Gauls doing during this time? (1-2) 

2. What unexpected thing does Caesar do before the end of winter? What are the results? What places does 

Caesar mention? What do the Gauls (esp. Acco) attempt to do? Are they successful? (3-4) 

3. Now that Caesar has pacified this part of Gaul, what does he do next? What does he do with the baggage? 

Who are the Menapii? What do they do when faced with Caesar? (5) 

4. What are the Treveri doing? Who do they encounter? What does Labienus do when he learns of the nearness 

of the enemy? What tactic does Labienus employ when in the town? How does he make the Gauls “buy it”? Is 

his tactic successful? (6-7) 

5. Contrast Labienus’ “retreat” with that of Sabinus as described in book 5.  

6. What does Caesar do when he arrives in the territory of the Treveri? How quickly was this carried out? What 

do the Ubii do? What is Caesar’s response? Who are the Suevi? What are they doing? Where are the Suevi? 

Why? (9-10) 

7. Describe the factions in Gaul as laid out by Caesar. (11) 

8. What groups are in control of the two factions when Caesar came to Gaul? How did the Sequani rise to 

power? What changed when Caesar arrived in Gaul? Who were the Remi? How did they gain power? (12) 

9. Describe the common people of Gaul. Describe the two orders of men who are considered to be of some 

account. (13-15) 

10. What happens to people who do not obey the decrees of the Druids? How do the Druids determine a 

successor? What duties are the Druids exempt from? What is their role in society? (13-15) 
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11. Describe the religion of the Gauls. Describe their sacrifices. Describe their gods. Describe the role of 

children in Gallic society. (16-18) 

12. Describe marriages and funerals in Gaul. (17) 

13. Describe Germanic society. (21-24) 

14. Describe the Hercynian forest and the animals that live within it. What strange things do these animals do? 

(25-28) 

15. What does Caesar decide to do about the Suevi? When does he march against Ambiorix? What precaution 

does he take as he marches? What happens when Basilus encounters Ambiorix? What does Catuvolcus do? 

Why? (29-31) 

16. Who are the Segui and the Condrusi? What do they do? What is Caesar’s response to their plea? What 

division does Caesar now make of his army? Who does he leave in control of each part? What does Caesar do 

with the last three legions? (32-33) 

17. Where is the enemy? What does this force the Romans to do? What does Caesar tell the neighboring states? 

Why? (34) 

18. When the Germans hear of the pillaging, what do they do? What good news do the Germans learn after 

crossing the Rhine? (35) 

19. After Caesar leaves, what does Cicero do for the first seven days? Thereafter? Why is this a mistake? 

Describe the battle that ensues. What particularly poignant (or, perhaps, fear-inducing) fact do the Romans 

realize? (36-37) 

20. Who was Baculus? What is the purpose of his story? (38) 

21. What do the food gatherers note? What do they do when they hear this? Why couldn’t they help? What 

saves the Romans at first? Later? (39-41) 

22. What fault does Caesar find with the conduct of his soldiers? (42) 

23. What does Caesar do next? What does he note about Ambiorix? What does Caesar do when he gets to 

Durocortorum? What happens to Acco? What does Caesar do at the end of this book? (43-44) 

24. How might you characterize the action in this book? What is Caesar’s focus? Is he at all successful? Does 

this remind you of any events in the modern age? 

Book Seven 

1. What has happened in Italy while Caesar was away? What do the Gauls do while he is away? (1-3) 

2. Who is Vercingetorix? What does he do when he learns of the Carnutes’ revolt? What do the Aedui do when 

Vercingetorix attacks the Bituriges? (4-5) 

3. What does Caesar do when he hears of the attacks? What does Lucterius do? What improbable feat does 

Caesar accomplish when returning to Gaul? (6-8) 



4. Why does Caesar pause at this point? What does Vercingetorix do in the meantime? Why does this confuse 

Caesar? What is Caesar’s final decision? (9-10) 

5. What does Vercingetorix do when he hears about the bloody path that Caesar takes to reach him? What do 

the people of Noviodunum do? (11-12) 

6. Describe the battle by Noviodunum. What do the residents do after the battle? (13) 

7. After he loses three times, what does Vercingetorix do? Why? What is the decision of the council? (14-15) 

8. Describe the lead up to the battle of Avaricum. How does Caesar prepare for Vercingetorix’ arrival? (16-19) 

9. What do Vercingetorix’ men suspect about him? Why? What “evidence” does he provide for his 

innocence/trustworthiness? (20) 

10. Describe Gallic walls. (22-23) 

11. How are the Romans taken by surprise? How does the fighting ultimately end? (24-25) 

12. What happens when the storm rolls in? What does Caesar promise his troops? Why? What is the result of 

this promise? What happens to the townspeople? How many escape? (26-28) 

13. How does Vercingetorix attempt to encourage the survivors? What does he say to them? How do they 

receive this speech? (29-30) 

14. How does Vercingetorix grow his forces? What is Caesar doing during this time? (31-34) 

15. What does Vercingetorix do when he learns of Caesar’s plans? Describe the events as they relate to the 

bridges across the river. (35-36) 

16. How long does it take Caesar to reach Gergovia? What does he realize about the town? (36) 

17. Who is Convictolitanis? Who is Litavicus? Who is Eporedorix? Why are these men important to the 

narrative? How does Litavicus manipulate the Gauls? (37-39) 

18. What does Caesar do with the knowledge gained from Eporedorix? What does Litavicus do in the end? (40) 

19. What does Caesar do when he realizes one hill is undefended? What tricky tactic does he employ to draw 

the Gauls out? What structure is halfway up the hill? What does Caesar say about his capture of the three Gallic 

camps? Who barely escapes? (41-46) 

20. What happens when Caesar orders the retreat? What does the Tenth Legion do? What do the other legions 

do? Why? What do the people inside the town do? (47) 

21. After the Gauls hear the ruckus, battle ensues. What happens to Fabius? What happens to M. Petreius? How 

is the Tenth Legion instrumental in the outcome of the day’s fighting? (48-51) 

22. When Vercingetorix cannot be lured to open ground, what does Caesar do? Where does he go? Does 

Vercingetorix follow? (52-54) 

23. Describe Noviodumun. What has Caesar placed there? Describe the tactical movements of the Gauls. (55) 



24. Caesar encounters some difficulties in Gaul, but slowly overcomes them. What is Labienus doing at this 

time? (57-62) 

25. How does Vercingetorix gain more troops? (63-64) 

26. When Caesar realizes that the enemy has better cavalry than he does, what does he do? When he can’t get 

new horse from Italy, where does he turn? What does he have to do with the Roman horses? (64-65) 

27. What oath do Vercingetorix’s men take? What happens in battle the next day? (66-67) 

28. What town does Vercingetorix retreat to? Describe the town. (68-69) 

29. What happens after the two cavalries skirmish? Describe the preparations for battle. (70-74) 

30. From where do the Gauls gather troops? How many troops? (75) 

31. What do the Gauls who are unable to fight do? What is Caesar’s response? (78) 

32. Where does Commius allay his troops? Where does Caesar? What is notable about the Gallic archers? What 

are they able to accomplish? What do the Gauls think about their cavalry? What do the Germans do? What 

happens to the Gallic archers? (79-80) 

33. What happens the following night? Why is it difficult to assess the damages? What two Romans are 

instrumental in maintaining the Roman advantage? What happens when the Gauls come in close to the Roman 

lines? What happens to the men who fill in the trenches? (81-83) 

34. Where do the Gauls send 60,000 of their bravest troops? Why? (83) 

35. When he sees the Romans under full attack, what does Vercingetorix do? What bad situation do the Romans 

find themselves in? What must they do that they do not want to do? Where does Caesar send Labienus and 

why? (84-85) 

36. What particularly brave thing does Caesar do? How is he recognized? What effect does this have on his 

troops? How does the tide turn for Caesar? What do the Gauls end up doing? (87-88) 

37. What does Vercingetorix tell the council that he draws up? What do his men decide to do? (89) 

38. What are Caesar’s terms? Where does Caesar send his lieutenants? (89-90) 

39. What do the Aedui do when approached by Caesar? The representatives from Arverni? What happens when 

news of Caesar’s victories reach Rome? (90) 

40. Thinking back to the beginning of book VII, what major event had just happened in Rome? What does this 

signify about the political situation back home? What bearing might this have on the Gauls to revolt? Why? Is 

this a reasonable assumption on the part of the Gauls? 

41. Considering the events of this book, does Caesar deserve the admiration of his army? The senate and the 

people of Rome? Why or why not?  

42. How does Caesar talk about Vercingetorix? What kind of enemy is he? What does this further illustrate 

about the military prowess of Caesar? 



43. Even when the Roman troops make a mistake and Caesar has to chastise them, he also takes time to 

encourage them. Discuss one such event in book VII and why this makes Caesar a particularly effective leader.  

Aeneid Study Guide 

Book I is a very important book in the Aeneid. The main purpose of the whole story is introduced, the story of founding of the Roman 

race. You are also introduced to the idea of the gods and goddesses influencing and controlling the action of the story. If you look at 

the structure closely, the paragraphs alternate between man and the gods. Juno favors the Carthaginians, while Venus favors the 

Trojans. The conflict between these goddesses is a major part of the action. You are also introduced to the concept of in medias res, in 

the middle of things. The action begins in the middle of a storm, seven years after Aeneas and his followers, Trojan survivors of the 

Trojan War, have left Troy in search of their new home in Latium. They arrive in the city of Carthage, after surviving the storm, and 

are welcomed by Queen Dido, who at a banquet asks Aeneas to tell them all about the Trojan War (Book II), and their adventures 

getting to Carthage (Book III). Finally at the beginning of Book IV the action returns to the present. The events of the past seven years 

are revealed by the technique known as flashback.  

 1. Juno has been striving to keep the Trojans from reaching their new home in Latium for three reasons. What were they?  

 2. How do the gods and goddesses influence the storm which almost destroys Aeneas' fleet? Include Juno, Aeolus, Deiopeia, and 

Neptune.  

 3. Who tells Venus the future history of the Roman race until the time of Julius Caesar? (From Vergil's point of view, it is very easy 

to write prophesy when you already know how the events turned out.)   

4. Venus, disguised as a young girl, meets Aeneas, her son, and Achates, his best friend, on the road to Carthage and tells them the 

story of Dido, Sychaeus, and Pygmalion. Who are these people, and what is their story?  

 5. When Aeneas and Achates arrive in Carthage, no one harms them as strangers. Why not?  

 6. As they wander around Dido's city, what does Aeneas see on the walls of the great temple?  

 7. Aeneas is reunited with his lost comrades, and three options for their immediate future are proposed. What are the Trojans' 3 

options?  

 8. When Achates returns to the ship to fetch Ascanius, Aeneas' son, Venus launches her plan to control Dido by making her fall in 

love with Aeneas. What was this plan?  

 Book II is a very important book in the Aeneid. It tells of the final days of Troy from Aeneas' point of view. It begins with the 

appearance of the Trojan Horse and the debate over what to do about it. Thymotes and Sinon urged the Trojans to bring the horse into 

the city, and Capys, Laocoon, and Cassandra encouraged them not to bring it in. Those who want the horse brought in win, and the 

Trojans are defeated when the Greeks hidden in the horse emerge and open the gates for the rest. The remainder of the book tells of 

the fighting in the city and Aeneas's escape. 

 1. For what reason did the Greeks say they built the horse? The real reason was to hide men inside who could open the gates later. 

 2. Sinon was a Greek captured by the Trojans after the Greeks had departed. Sinon said that Ulysses was mad at him. Why? 

 3. For what reason does Sinon say he was left behind? What was the real reason he was left behind? 

 5. Where did the Greeks hide after they left Troy? 

 6. What did Sinon say that Calchas, high priest of Apollo, said about the horse? 

 7. Who had already injured the horse, and in what manner did he do it? 

 8. How did he pay for his crime of injuring the horse? 

 9. Even as the horse was being pulled into the city, one more person spoke out. Who? 



 10. Who was given credit for actually building the horse? Ulysses came up with the idea. 

 11. Who opened the horse to let the Greeks out? 

 12. Who appeared to Aeneas in a dream and told him to flee, that all was lost now? 

 13. Aeneas and a few comrades at first choose to fight and die rather than flee.  How do they succeed in killing a great number of 

Greeks when they were so severely outnumbered? 

 14. Who killed Polites, Priam's son, and King Priam even though they were protected by being inside the temple at the altar? 

 15. Aeneas meets Helen, the woman responsible for all of this, and is going to kill her. Who stops him from killing her? 

 16. What does she tell Aeneas to do instead? 

 17. Anchises does not want to leave. Aeneas says that he and Creusa and Ascanius will not leave without him. What happens to make 

Anchises change his mind? 

 18. Where is the rendezvous point for all of the Trojan survivors? Who does not make it to the rendezvous point? 

 20. Who finally tells Aeneas to gather his followers and leave for a new homeland, Hesperia? 

 Book III  is not a very important book in the Aeneid. It outlines some of the adventures Aeneas and his men have after they leave 

Troy and before they arrive in Carthage. 

 1. The Trojans come to the Land of Mars and bury a Trojan who died there years before. Who? 

 2. The Trojans started a settlement on what large island, only to be defeated by plague and drought? 

 3. Aeneas' household gods spoke to him and told him for the first time that his new home would be where? 

 4. On the Strophades Islands the Trojans were plagues by what? 

 5. Who told them that when they ate their tables, they would be in their new home? 

 6. Next they landed near Actium and did what? 

 7. In Epirus they met Hector's wife ________ who was carried off by Pyrrhus and was now married to _________, Priam's son.  

 8. Who built a replica city of Troy? 

 9. Who told the Trojans that when they saw a white sow with 30 white piglets, they would be home? 

 10. The Trojans land in Italy but soon leave. Why? 

 11. Between Italy and Sicily the Trojans had seen, but were not  harmed by the _________ and _________. 

 12. Whom was Aeneas told to see to get an accurate prophesy of the future? 

 13. Who chases them away from the area around Mt. Aetna? 

 14. Whom do the Trojans take with them? 

 15. Anchises dies on the island of __________. 



Book IV is an important book in the Aeneid. It contains the famous love story between Aeneas and Dido, Queen of Carthage. Dido 

discusses her dilemma and issues with Anna who encourages her to pursue Aeneas. Juno and Venus decide the couple's fate, or so 

they think, until Jupiter sends Mercury to rectify the situation. Aeneas decides to leave, and the heartbroken queen commits suicide.  

1. Dido has several conversations in this book with Anna. Who is this Anna? 

 2. Dido tells Anna that the memory of her dead husband Sychaeus is holding her back from pursuing Aeneas. Anna's answer is to 

pursue Aeneas. Reread lines 42-75, and list as many reasons as you can that Anna gives Dido for following her advice. (approx. 7 or 

8) 

 3. Book IV contains a famous simile of the love-sick Dido roaming around the city distraught. To what is Dido being compared? 

 4. What happened to the construction of Carthage because Dido was consumed with love for Aeneas? 

 5. Briefly describe Juno's plan on how Dido and Aeneas may be brought together. 

 6. Venus knew Juno's plan was a trick to bring Dido and Aeneas, Tyrians and Trojans, together into one nation. What was the real 

purpose of Juno's plan? 

 7. Aeneas and Dido go hunting. In the section of the preparations for the hunt. Vergil compares Aeneas to the god _____________.  

8. At the end of the hunting trip, Dido and Aeneas arrive in the same cave. What causes them to go there? 

 9. What happens in the cave between Aeneas and Dido, and what does Dido call it? How do you suppose Aeneas feels about it? 

 10. Rumor, a giant swift bird, immediately spreads the news about Dido and Aeneas. Describe what each feather of this bird looks 

like, and tell what each characteristic is used for. Every feature has a purpose. 

 11. Who is extremely upset and jealous when he hears the news of Dido and Aeneas? Why does he care? 

 12. Jupiter sends Mercury to tell Aeneas to leave Carthage, if not for his own sake, then for the sake of ________?  

13. Aeneas plans to tell Dido he is leaving, but Dido finds out first. How?  

14. In a tirade Dido blames faithless Aeneas for leaving her. What does she say could ease the pain of his leaving?  

15. Whom does Aeneas blame for his sudden departure?  

16. Dido yells that she hopes his ship crashes in a reef, that she will haunt him when she is dead, and that he will pay for this. Then 

what happened?  

17. In another famous simile, Aeneas' men preparing the ships to leave are compared to ________. 

18. Who goes many times to Aeneas to plead with him to stay in Carthage?  

19. Dido asks Anna to build a pyre. It is intended to be Dido's funeral pyre. What does Dido tell Anna she intends to burn on it? 

 20. When Dido is alone she mulls over her three options on what could be done in her current situation. What does she decide are her 

three options?  

21. Whom does Dido blame for the present circumstances?  

22. Before she is ready to die, Dido curses Aeneas. What is Dido's curse on Aeneas?  

23. Dido also demands that future Tyrians will always hate future Trojans. What historical event is Vergil foreshadowing?  

24. What does Dido use to kill herself?  



25. Whom does Juno send to cut off a lock of Dido's hair? Why did this have to be done? 

Book V is not a very important book in the Aeneid.  The Trojans leave Carthage and return to Sicily. Aeneas holds funeral games to 

celebrate the one year anniversary of the death of his father Anchises, who died and is buried in Sicily. After the funeral rites, the 

Trojan women, influenced by Juno and Iris, burn the Trojan ships, but Jupiter saves them before they are all burned. Aeneas and the 

bravest and strongest of the Trojans still left, depart for Italy. 

1. As the Trojans leave Carthage, what do they see?  

2. Name the five types of games Aeneas plans for his men.  

3. Name some of the prizes Aeneas shows his men they can win.  

4. What was different about the awarding of prizes in Aeneas' games?  

5. How many boats race?   Who wins? Who finishes third and why? Who finishes last and why?  

9. Who wins the running race?  

10. What happened to Nisus and Salius?  

11. How does Aeneas handle the situation involving a foul?  

12. Old Entellus, the Sicilian champion, boxes Dares, the young Trojan fighter. How does the fight end? (very modern type of ending) 

 13. Who wins?  

14. Who wins the archery competition and how does he win?  

15. Who does Aeneas declare is the winner? ( answer to #14 does not object) Why? 

 16. Who leads a troop of boys in a military style riding exercise?  

17. Who is the first to arrive at the burning ships and scold the women?  

18. Who prays to Jupiter for help with putting out the fire?  

19. Who tells Aeneas he should leave the weary and disenchanted behind and leave with only the best men and women?  

20. Who is expecting a visit from Aeneas in the underworld?  

21. Who asks Neptune to help Aeneas this time? What is the answer?  

23. Who dies in order to make Aeneas' voyage to Italy successful?  

24. What happens to him? 

Book VI is a very important book in the Aeneid. It performs several functions. First it gives us one of the only existing clearly written 

descriptions of the underworld. Secondly it praises Augustus, Vergil's patron and Augustus' heir apparent Marcellus who tragically 

died young. Lastly Anchises traces for Aeneas all of his descendants through Roman history down to Augustus thereby linking 

Augustus to the gods, one of the primary goals of the entire poem. 

 1. Aeneas visits the Sibyl of _________ in order to go to the underworld to see his father Anchises.  

2. In the cave of the Sibyl, Aeneas finds a temple built by _________.  

3. Scenes of what happening decorate the walls of the temple?  



4. Achates brings out the Sibyl, whose real name is ____________.  

5. What was the Sibyl's first command to Aeneas?  

6. Aeneas must do two more things in order to go to the underworld. What were they?  

7. Venus sends 2 ______ to lead Aeneas to the _______ ________ in the forest.  

8. In the underworld, where do Cares, Diseases, Age, Dread, Hunger, Want, Death, Toil, and Sleep (Death's brother) live?  

9. Where do War and Discord live?  

10. Where do Dreams live?  

11. Where do the centaur, Scylla, Briareus, the Lernean hydra, the Chimaera, the Gorgons, the Harpies, and Geryon live?  

12. Name the three rivers of the underworld. Name three of his men that Aeneas meets in the underworld.  

14. How do Aeneas and the Sibyl get by Charon, the ferryman?  

15. How do they get by Cerberus?  

16. Describe what happens when Aeneas meets Dido.  

17. When Aeneas met Deiophobus, what did they talk about?  

18. The only living soul to ever enter Tartarus was _________. She was led there by the goddess _________. 

 19. Where does Aeneas meet his father Anchises?   

20. Briefly describe what this place looks like.  

21. Aeneas saw souls waiting to return to earth. How many years did they have to wait before they could be reincarnated?  

22. Name a few of Aeneas' important descendants that his father points out to him. 

Book VII is not a very important book in the Aeneid. It tells the early part of the story of Aeneas' landing in Latium, his final 

destination. A description is provided of the major characters from the new land who will now influence the action. Aeneas and his 

men go to great lengths to make friends with the locals, but the book ends with everyone on the peninsula, both foreigners and locals 

preparing for war. Vergil imitated Homer, that's no secret. In the Iliad Homer introduced the catalog to the epic form. Homer's catalog 

was of the 1,000 ships that sailed to Troy to retrieve Helen. Book VII has Vergil's catalog, a list and brief description of all the famous 

warriors preparing to do battle. 

1. Book VII opens with the funeral of _____________, Aeneas' nurse.  

2. ___________ made it possible for Aeneas to miss the island of Circe, the witch who lured in sailors, then turned them into various 

kinds of animals.  

3. The Muse of Desire that Vergil calls on to help with Book VII is ___________.  

4. In Latium, King __________ has a daughter named ___________, who is engaged to be married to __________, a Rutulian, and 

this marriage arrangement is enthusiastically supported by Queen __________. 

 5. Whose head caught on fire but was not harmed? The Oracle of Faunus, the king's father, said this meant what?  

7. Anchises said Aeneas would know they had reached Hesperia when the Trojans ate their tables. What were the tables made out of?  



8. Who made the rather innocent sounding comment about them eating their tables?  

9. The King of Latium is a descendant of what old god?  

10. How does this tie in with the eating of the tables?  

11. Arriving in Latium, Italy, means the Trojan race has come full circle. Years before, the father of the Trojan race, ____________, 

had been born in Latium and had set out from there to seek his fortune on distant shores. 

 12. This explains why the Trojan ambassador Ilioneus tells the king that Aeneas and his men have come by the gods to _______. 

13. When the king pledges undying friendship to the Trojans, Juno became enraged and decided to cause war and strife among the 

peoples. To accomplish this Juno selects the Fury, ___________.  

14. This Fury was the daughter of __________?  

15. Allecto flies to the court of the Queen of Latium. What does Allecto pluck from her head and drop down the bosom of the queen? 

 16. What effect does this have on the queen?  

17. Allecto next flies to ___________ disguised as ___________, the priestess of Juno.  

18. The disguise fails, but Allecto succeeds by hurling what object at his chest?  

19. What does he do next?  

20. Allecto next flies to the camp of the Trojans and succeeds in starting a war when the Trojan ________ unknowingly kills the pet 

__________ of Silvia, a Latin.  

21. Allecto flies to Juno and brags of her accomplishments. Allecto wants to do more, but Juno sends her back to __________ where 

she came from, instead.  

22. King __________ remains friendly in spirit to the Trojans, but he must give in to the calls of the people for war. When he refuses 

to open the Twin Gates of War, who does it for him?  

23. The face of what god is mounted on the Gates of War?  

24. In Vergil's Catalog of Warriors that follows, 15 warriors are mentioned. Who is first? Who is last?  

25. What is significant about the last warrior? 

Book VIII  is not an important book in the whole scheme of things. Aeneas prepares for war by finding some new allies and weapons.  

1. Name the river god who appeared to Aeneas.  

2. What do the white sow and her 30 white piglets signify?  

3. What does Aeneas do when he finds the white sow and her piglets?  

4. Evander, king of the ___________, becomes Aeneas' new ally. 

5. Who challenges Aeneas and his men when they first arrive?  

6. What common ancestor do Aeneas and Evander share? 

 7. Evander was familiar with the Trojans because ____________ and ___________ had visited his land in his youth.  



8. They eat a feast dedicated to what famous hero?  

9. Who or what was Cacus?  What did he do that got him in trouble?  

11. Explain the derivation of the word Latium.  

12. The kingdom of Evander is on the exact spot of the future _________. 

 13. Who makes the new armor and weapons for Aeneas? Who does he get to help him?  Where do they live?  

16. Evander tells Aeneas to seek out the Lydians ,who need a leader in their fight against _________, who is protecting their former 

tyrant_____________, who needs to be punished for his crimes.  

17. Who sends a sign that the weapons of war are ready?  What is the sign?  

19. Why does Pallas go with Aeneas instead of Evander?  

20. What does Aeneas find engraved on his new shield? He enjoys them, even if he doesn't understand them. 

Book IX is not a very important book. It deals mostly with the early fighting between the Trojans and the Rutulians. It is very bloody 

and gory, and if some of the scenes were filmed by Hollywood, it would make GLADIATOR look tame. 

 1. Who tells Turnus that the time for war is right now?  

2. What had Aeneas told his men to do in an emergency?  

3. What does Turnus do to try to combat this order? Why does Turnus' plan fail?  

5. Who volunteer to go get Aeneas? What is their plan? Why are they caught? How do they die? What happens to their heads? Who 

wants to die as a result? What 2 ways are suggested?  

12. Who got his first kill? Whom did he kill and how? Who told him to stop participating in the battle?  

15. Who gets inside the Trojan gate? Who stops him from killing the Trojans?  How does he escape?  

18. Perhaps the goriest scene in the AENEID occurs in Book IX. Can you describe it?  

Book X is not a very important book, although it is in our syllabus. It is noteworthy for the deaths of some of the more famous and 

important characters in the story. The gods and goddesses also appear more frequently in Book X.  

1. Name the three deities who discuss the fighting at the beginning of the book.  

2. Who tells Aeneas what has been happening back at the Trojan camp?  

3. Who attacks Aeneas' ships as they are landing?  

4. Who fights bravely rallying the troops of Aeneas?  

5. Who fights back for the Rutulians?  

6. Who tells Turnus to join the battle?  

7. Turnus kills Pallas. What does he do with the body?  

8. What does Turnus do that the book hints will be something he lives to regret?  



9. Aeneas arrives after the death of Pallas. Give two adjectives which describe the way he fights then.  

10. Briefly describe how Juno saves Turnus from the fighting.  

11. When Aeneas wounds Mezentius, who saves him?  

12. Whom does Aeneas kill then?  

13. Aeneas kills Mezentius later in the battle. How does this happen?  

Book X is not a very important book, although it is in our syllabus. It is noteworthy for the deaths of some of the more famous and 

important characters in the story. The gods and goddesses also appear more frequently in Book X. 

1. Name the three deities who discuss the fighting at the beginning of the book.  

2. Who tells Aeneas what has been happening back at the Trojan camp?  

3. Who attacks Aeneas' ships as they are landing?  

4. Who fights bravely rallying the troops of Aeneas?  

5. Who fights back for the Rutulians?  

6. Who tells Turnus to join the battle?  

7. Turnus kills Pallas. What does he do with the body?  

8. What does Turnus do that the book hints will be something he lives to regret?  

9. Aeneas arrives after the death of Pallas. Give two adjectives which describe the way he fights then.  

10. Briefly describe how Juno saves Turnus from the fighting.  

11. When Aeneas wounds Mezentius, who saves him?  

12. Whom does Aeneas kill then?  

13. Aeneas kills Mezentius later in the battle. How does this happen?  

Book XI not very important to the whole Aeneid. Fighting, fighting and more fighting is the theme. We are also introduced to the 

famous female warrior Camilla.  

1. Book XI opens with the funeral of _______________.   How does Evander feel about the death of his son?  

3. Who leads the Latins to turn against Turnus because of all the deaths?  

4. Messengers go to the famous Greek warrior _____________ for help.  What does he say?  

6. How does King Latinus want to end the war?  

7. How does Turnus reply to defend himself?  

8. While Camilla and her cavalry defend the city, who sits in wait to ambush Aeneas?  

9. Briefly tell the story of why Diana loves Camilla.  



10. Diana knows that Fate has decreed that Camilla must die. She can't change Fate. What does she decide to do about it?  

11. Who killed Camilla and how?  What gave him his opportunity? What happened to him?  

14. Camilla's last words were to her faithful friend Acca. What did she tell her to do?  

15. Describe the irony involved in Aeneas' arriving at Turnus' ambush. 

Book XII gives the important conclusion to the story. Turnus prepares to fight Aeneas, and a truce has been arranged. Olympian 

interference breaks the truce, and all out war resumes. Finally Aeneas does face Turnus one on one to determine the fate of two 

peoples, the Trojans and the Latins.  

1. ___________ and ____________ try to talk Turnus out of fighting Aeneas.  

2. Who tells Juturna, nymph of the pond and stream, to help her brother Turnus?  

3. Terms of the peace: Aeneas wins? Aeneas loses?  

4. Juturna, disguised as a respected officer, does what? (2 things)  

5. Who throws the first spear against the Trojans?  

6. Aeneas is wounded. How? Who did this?  

8. Describe Turnus' reaction to seeing the wounded Aeneas leaving the battlefield.  

9. Who heal the wound of Aeneas? (a mortal and a goddess)  

10. Name the plant that does the healing.  

11. What do the Rutulians feel when Aeneas returns to the battlefield?  

12. What happens to Metiscus, Turnus' charioteer?  

13. How does Juturna help her brother now?  

14. Who angers Aeneas into combat by hurling a spear at him?  

15. Who gives Aeneas the idea to attack the unguarded town?  

16. What causes Turnus to finally confront Aeneas?  

17. Juturna and Venus both help at a critical moment. How?  

18. Who finally decide that it is time to end the fighting?  

19. What is the one condition that brings about the end?  

20. Turnus is weakened in his attempt to hurl a stone too large for  him and felled by a spear in the thigh from Aeneas. Turnus begs 

Aeneas to spare his life. Aeneas has won. The Latins have seen Turnus lose. Lavinia belongs to Aeneas. Aeneas almost buys it. What 

causes him to change his mind and run Turnus through with his sword, ending the Aeneid? 

 


